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4. Set Apart for the Holy Spirit
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Acts 13:2

= While they were worshiping
the Lord and fasting, the Holy
Spirit said, "Set apart for me
Barnabas and Saul for the
work to which I have called
them."

Primarily, we understand that
the (Holy Spirtt) spoke.

How did he speak?

How did the people hear
Him?

Was it in a language all could
understand?

Would He speak to us in that -
same language or would itbe SRR
in English?

He is a real person. He speaks. Some obey, some do not. Ibelieve that the
Holy Spirit speaks to all of us. We cannot, nor should we attempt to limit
Him and say He only speaks one way. This would not be true.

(3) What did the Holy Spirit say? “Separate unto me Barnabas and Saul
for the work whereunto I have called them.

Separate - aphorizo, Grk. "to mark off by boundaries o limits"

Barnabas and Saul - Specific, knows you by name, is quite familiar with
you and the purpose for which you were created.

For the Work - Not a pleasure cruise, not  party, but for work. God has a
job that He wants done, and when He created you and gave you the skills
that you have, He did it so that you could use those same skills for His
Kingdom.

For the Work - Not a pleasure cruise, not a party, but for work. God hasa
job that He wants done, and when He created you and gave you the skills
that you have, He did it so that you could use those same skills for His
Kingdorm.
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IHave Called Them- To call to oneself. The Holy Spirit is
in control of all that happens in the Kingdom of God. Heis
guiding and directing the effort and the work.

Acts 13:3 - How was this done?

And when they had fasted and prayed, and laid their hands
on them—

1. They fasted: this was probably done by the whole
Church.

2. They prayed that God would bless and prosper them in

their work.

“IHave Called Them”

3. They land hands upon them; thus solemnly appointing

thern to that particular work.

(4) Christians are already set apart for the work of God.

1 Peter 2:9 (NIV) - *But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood,  holy nation, a people
belonging to God, that you may declare the praises of him who called you out of darkness into his
wonderful light.

(5) A chosen people emphasizes God's loving initiative in bringing people to himself and allowing
us to be a part of his church. Christians are a people for God to possess.

(6) A royal priesthood reminds us as believers that as priests we serve royalty. We have not landed
a maid-service position. We are part of God's "forever kingdom."

(7) A holy nation emphasizes that God has set apart the church for his use and that individual be-

They prayed that God | ievers have a valusble contribution to maks to his church.
would bless and prosper | (8) Declare the praises of Him before others. “Praises” could also
themintheirwork |be translated “eminent qualities,” “excellencies,” or “virtues”. Be-
= liever-priests should live o that their heavenly Father's qualities

Po v are evident in their lives. They are to serve as witnesses of the
glory and grace of God, who called them out of darkness into His

of
PA.\“ ‘! wonderful light.

To be used of the Holy Spirit we must be separated from the
world, and entirely yielded unto Him, as vessels meet for His use.
Many of you have been called by the Holy Spirit and you have not
answered the call. There is still something in your life that pre-
vents you from coming and fulfilling what you know in your
heart to be right.
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Whatever is coming between you and the Holy Spirit,
God wants you to let it go. Separate from it so you
can be consecrated to God.

A relationship with a person that is not a Christian
Ajob that has you working so much you have no time
for church

Asin in your life that you haver't accepted forgive-
ness for

An addiction, a habit, a stronghold that has to be bro-

ken

A mindset or mental image that keeps you in bondage

Let it go. Separate from it so you can be consecrated
to God. There are so many things that we think are necessary and that we could not live with-
out. God is calling you to break free from these obstacles and to answer the call to Separation

and Consecration for work in the Kingdom of God.

Sorme of you are 5o attached to this earth. You have never known what t is like to be
filled, set free and guided by God’s Holy Spirit. Itis a beautiful experience to know that the
Creator of Heaven and earth lives inside of you, guides you and speaks to you. You were cre-

ated to have a relationship with God. If you do not, what is it that is coming between you and

your Savior? “

(9) Romans 8:38-39 (NLT) - 38 And I am convinced that nothing

can ever separate us from God’s love. Neither death nor life, neither STUDY
angels nor demons, neither our fears for today nor our worries about GOD’S
WORD

tomorrow—not even the powers of hell can separate s from God's
love. 39 No power in the sky above or in the earth below—indeed, \4

nothing in all creation will ever be able to separate us from the love of‘“'

God that is revealed in Christ Jesus our Lord.
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