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2. You Have Lied to the Holy Spirit

Acts 5:1-11

Our culture does not see a distine-

tion between telling alie and living

the truth. Our culture sees telling/

living a lie as essentials that can be

used to furthering one’s lifestyle. X

Whatever can be used to enable
them to rise above others sither fi-
nancially or socially is deemed as

vital. What is important in our so-

ciety is financial position and not Our culture does not see a
the benefits that can be derived distinction between telling a lie
from a relationship based on integ- S g EhE Erieh

tity and sincerity.

This mentality flows through the highest office in the nation to the judicial
system to professional athletes to Business executives, to the halls of higher
Learning to the sanctity of the love between a husband and a wife, to the
relationship between a Christian and God.

The one behind this entire collapse in relationship values is Satan.

John 8:44 (NIV) - You belong o your futher, the devt, and you want to carry out
your father's destre. He was @ urderer from the beginning, not holding to the
truth, for there is no truth in him. When he lies, he speaks his native language, for
e s a Viar and the father of lies

Just as Ishowed you last week there are only two kingdoms;
1) the kingdom of darkness and,

2) the kingdom of light.

You cannot claim citizenship in one and live in the other.

Our seripture reveals to us that there was a couple who sold property so
they could participate in the church's communal care program. This was a
joint effort, Luke tells us that Ananias and Sapphira kept back part of the
money, using the verb nosptz0 which means "to put aside for onesel£."
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This couple wanted approval without sacrifice and comfort
without commitment. The ousward act seemed so appropriate.
They “put it at the apostles' feet.” The inward act was inappro-
priate. What appeared to be public generosity was actually fam-
ily conspiracy, but God was looking

Apparently, the Holy Spirit revealed this deception to Peter. The
Spirit had created unity in the church and was now offended at
its rupture.

We see immediately that the sin lay not in failing to give all the
money, but rather in pretending to do so. The basic issue here
was lying, not only to the church but to the Holy Spirit. Above all, the church had to maintain integrity in
its alien surroundings, and this behavior could quickly erode the shields of that credibility.
Integrity describes those standards of moral and intellectual honesty on which we base our conduct and
from which we cannot swerve without cheapening ourselves
In response to this act Peter accused Ananias by saying, Satan has... filed your heart. The verb translated
“filled” here has the idea of control or influence. The same verb is used in the command, “Be filled with
the Spirit. Ephesians 5:18

Ananias, a believer, was influenced by Satan, not the Spiritl The fact that Peter asked, “How is it?”
implies that Satan had gained conirol because Ananias had not dealt with some previous sin in his life

Why is a “lie” so powerful?

2 Corinthians 4:4 (NIV) - * The god of this age has blinded
the minds of unbelievers, so that they cannot see the light of
the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God,

Romans 1:25 (NIV) -  They exchanged the truth of God for

alie

1 John 1:5-7 (NIV) 5 This s the message we have heard from

him and declare to you: God is light; in him there is no dark- 4
ness at all. If we claim to have fellowship with him yet walk in

the darkness, we lic and do not live by the truth. But if we

walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship with

one another, and the blood of Jesus, his Son, purifies us from all sin,

A Christians can lose touch with spiritual realities and with God. There are fundamental principles which
lie at the root of all genuine fellowship with God. By these principles believers can test the reality of their
personal communion with God. They may also discern whether they have come to know the God with
whom they have a relationship.
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with God.” The light itself is the fundamental reality which they
share. Thus true communion with God is living in the sphere where
one’s experience is illumined by the truth of what God is. Itis to live
open to His revelation of Himself in Jesus Christ. As John soon stated

this entails believers’ acknowledging whatever the light reveals is

wrong in their lives.

YOUR LIFE7"

When you allow the Holy Spirit to influence or to control your

thoughts, actions, words and attitudes then you are walking in the
light. When you allow the Holy Spirit to convict you of wrong ac-
tions then you are allowing the light to reveal to you what is pleasing

and what is not pleasing to God.

You cannot claim to have fellowship with God and do what is
wrong.

Itis wrong to live like you are married when you are not.

Itis wrong to expect blessings and protection from God when you
do not obey God's leading with your money.

Itis wrong to be a false witness about another person and to use this
for promotion in your employment.

Itis wrong to cheat on your exams and to profess that you have a
grasp of the subject.

Itis wrong to be married to one person and to have sexual relations

with another that is not your wife.

Our society is not going to value the benefits of having a relationship
based on sincerity and integrity. The child of God must allow them-
selves tobe guided and controlled by the Holy Spirit so that we can
walk in the light and reject the darkness.
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